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command of the Army. He was extremely satisfied with
Colonel Wellesley's work :
. . . The very handsome appearance and perfect discipline of the troops
do honour to themselves and to him, [he wrote to the Governor-General]
while the judicious and masterly arrangements in respect to supplies,
which opened an abundant free market, and inspired confidence into
dealers of every description, were no less creditable to Colonel Wellesley,
than advantageous to the public service, and deservedly entitle him to
my thanks and approbation.1
Arthur, however, was much disappointed that these thanks
were not made public.
The General expressed his approbation of what I had done [he told
his elder brother] and adopted as his own all the orders and regulations
I had made, and then said that he should mention his approbation
publicly, only that he was afraid others would be displeased and
jealous . . .
As in fact there is nothing to be got in the army but credit, and as it
is not always that the best intentions and endeavours to serve the public
succeed, it is hard that when they do succeed they should not receive
the approbation which it is acknowledged by all they deserve. I was
much hurt about it at the time, but I don't care now, and shall certainly
continue to do everything to serve General Harris, and to support his
name and authority.2
Colonel Wellesley was as good as his word, and soon
forgot his temporary disappointment, for he liked General
Harris, and had already adopted a protective attitude towards
his commanding officer, much in the same way as he had
done with the Governor of Madras, resenting strongly any
encroachments upon his authority and prerogatives.
Even the Governor-General himself was not excepted,
and a suggestion that he should accompany the forthcoming
expedition was strongly negatived.
I am entirely ignorant of the objects which you may have in view in
coining, which may certainly counterbalance the objections I have to the
measure; but it appears to me your presence in camp, instead of giving
confidence to the General, would in fact deprive him of the command of
1 Lushington, p. zfo.           2 Supp. Despatches, VoL /, p. 199*
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